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Improving Medicare’s quality infrastructure

ISSUE: MedPAC has considered and recommended changes in payment policy to improve the
financial incentives for providers to improve their efficiency and quality of care. We are now
considering if other Medicare policy levers can be used to assist providers in improving their
performance, and in turn, and most importantly, improve the well-being of Medicare
beneficiaries.

KEY POINTS: The first part of the paper explores issues around targeting technical assistance
and contemplates the value of focusing assistance resources on providers that perform poorly on
efficiency or quality measures and/or providers facing particular challenges. The second part of
the paper describes Medicare’s conditions of participation and explores a wide range of options
for strengthening them to encourage providers to improve their quality of care faster.

ACTION: Commissioners should provide staff with feedback on the content of the paper and
ideas discussed.

STAFF CONTACT: Anne Mutti (202-220-3744), Hannah Neprash (202-220-3715), John Richardson
(202-220-3717)



